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In what ways do languages differ, and in what
ways are all human languages alike? These are
the basic questions that the science of linguis-
tics seeks to answer.

In formulating hypotheses about language it
has been found that languages have intricate
structure at a number of different levels.
Phonetics studies the sounds of speech and
how they are produced and perceived.
Phonology studies the principles by which the
sounds of a language are organized into a sys-
tem and combined into syllables and larger
units. Morphology studies the principles by
which smaller units of meaning are combined
into words. Syntax is the study of the principles
by which words are combined into larger units
such as phrases and sentences. Semantics stud-
ies meaning—the meanings of words and the
ways the meanings of words are related to the
meanings of larger units such as the phrase, the
sentence, and the discourse. Linguists attempt
to discover to what extent the principles at each

level vary across languages, and to what extent
they are universal.

Because language provides a window into the
human mind, linguistics plays a central role in the
study of human cognition and figures promi-
nently in the field of cognitive science. We know,
for example, that all normal children succeed in
learning language relatively quickly at a time
when their other cognitive abilities are still devel-
oping. The universal properties of human lan-
guage that linguists discover can be used to
provide models of this process, to explain why it
occurs so rapidly, and to make specific predictions
about the way it unfolds. The results of linguistic
research can also be tested directly in experimen-
tal studies of how language is represented and
processed in the mind (psycholinguistics) and
brain (neurolinguistics). Language can also be
studied in terms of its function as a cognitive sys-
tem shared by an entire society; sociolinguistics
investigate the ways in which the language we
use is affected by our social environment.

The department of Linguistics offers a series of
lower-division courses designed to introduce non-
majors to the scientific study of language in the
broader perspective of a liberal arts education.
These are LIGN 3 (Language as a Social and
Cultural Phenomenon), LIGN 4 (Language as a
Cognitive System), LIGN 7 (Sign Language and Its
Culture), LIGN 8 (Languages and Cultures in
America), and LIGN 17 (Making and Breaking
Codes).These courses may be used to satisfy the
Marshall College disciplinary breadth requirement.
Lower-division linguistics courses may be used to
satisfy the social sciences requirement at Muir
College and Revelle College, and they partially ful-
fill the requirements for a program of concentra-
tion in Warren College. In addition, certain
linguistics courses satisfy the American Cultures
requirement in Revelle College and the cultural
diversity requirement in Muir College and Warren
College. LIGN 17 (Making and Breaking Codes) sat-
isfies the Thurgood Marshall Computational Skills
requirement in addition to the formal skills require-
ment in Warren College and in the Human
Development Program. Students should consult
their college advising offices to determine which
linguistics courses satisfy these other requirements.

Linguistics courses are relevant to a wide range
of fields of study at UCSD, including anthropol-
ogy, cognitive science, communication, computer
science, human development, law and society,
psychology, and sociology, as well as areas such as

African studies, Chinese studies, ethnic studies,
Judaic studies, Latin American studies, and others.
In some cases certain linguistics courses count
toward a major or minor in one of these depart-
ments or programs. Students should consult with
a faculty adviser in linguistics and the other
department or program when deciding on their
course of study.

Students are often able to participate in the UC
Education Abroad Program (EAP) and UCSD’s
Opportunities Abroad Program (OAP) while still
making progress toward the major. Students con-
siderating this option should discuss their plans
with the department undergraduate adviser
before going abroad. Detailed information on
EAP/OAP is found in this catalog under the head-
ing “Education Abroad Program.”

The Department of Linguistics oversees the
Linguistics Language Program, which offers ele-
mentary instruction in ASL, French, German,
Italian, and Spanish. Courses from the Language
Program satisfy general education requirements,
as well as the linguistics language requirement. In
addition, directed self-instruction is available for a
wide variety of languages through LIDS 19.

Note: Please check with the department office
for updates concerning programs and course
offerings.

The Major Program

General Requirements
Every linguistics major (except the language

studies major) must satisfy the undergraduate
language requirement and must successfully
complete a minimum of twelve upper-division
courses, including six required courses and at
least five upper-division linguistics electives. In
addition to the general major, the department
offers a set of enriched major programs in various
specializations.

Except for LIGN 199, no course taken on a
Pass/Not Pass basis may be counted toward a lin-
guistics major. No more than one quarter of LIGN
199 may be counted toward a linguistics major. At
least six of the required upper-division linguistics
courses counted toward the major must be taken
in residence at UCSD. A letter grade of C– or bet-
ter is required for every course counted toward a
linguistics major, including courses taken to sat-
isfy the department’s undergraduate language
requirement.
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Required Linguistics Courses
Linguistics 101 is required as an introduction

to the field and serves as the prerequisite to cer-
tain other courses. Students who choose a linguis-
tics major should enroll in it as early as possible.

Every major program in linguistics (except the
language studies major) must include the follow-
ing required courses covering basic areas of the
field:

LIGN 101: Introduction to the Study 
of Language

LIGN 110: Phonetics
LIGN 111: Phonology I
LIGN 120: Morphology
LIGN 121: Syntax I
LIGN 130: Semantics

Students are advised to take these required
courses as early as possible, since the back-
ground they provide may be needed for other
upper-division linguistics courses. Check individ-
ual course listings for prerequisite information.

Linguistics Electives

LIGN 104: Language and Conceptualization
LIGN 105: Law and Language
LIGN 108: Languages of Africa 
LIGN 115: Phonology II
LIGN 123: Morphology II     
LIGN 125: Syntax II
LIGN 141: Language Structures
LIGN 142: Language Typology
LIGN 143: The Structure of Spanish
LIGN 145: Pidgins and Creoles
LIGN 150: Historical Linguistics
LIGN 160: Mathematical Analysis of Language
LIGN 163: Computers and Language 
LIGN 165: Computational Linguistics
LIGN 170: Psycholinguistics
LIGN 171: Child Language Acquisition
LIGN 172: Language and the Brain
LIGN 174: Gender and Language in Society
LIGN 175: Sociolinguistics
LIGN 176: Language of Politics and Advertising
LIGN 177: Multilingualism
LIGN 178: Second Language Teaching 

Methodology
LIGN 179: Second Language Acquisition 

Research

Restricted Courses

LIGN 195: Apprentice Teaching 
(does not count as a linguistics elective)

LIGN 199: Independent Study in Linguistics
LIGN 199H: Honors Independent Study

in Linguistics

Note to Revelle and Warren students.

Revelle: For Revelle College only, the classifica-
tion of the linguistics major as humanities, natural
science, or social science must be determined on
the basis of each student’s specific program. The
classification of the major program will in turn
determine what areas will be acceptable for the
noncontiguous minor.

Warren: For Warren College only, any courses
taken in departments other than linguistics may
not overlap with the student’s outside area(s) of
concentration.

Undergraduate Language
Requirement

Linguistics majors must demonstrate profi-
ciency in one foreign language.

Proficiency in a foreign language may be
demonstrated in either of two ways:

1. By passing the reading proficiency examina-
tion and the oral interview administered by the
Department of Linguistics in French, German,
Italian, or Spanish; or

2. By successfully completing a course given at
UCSD representing the fourth quarter (or
beyond) of instruction in any single foreign
language with a grade of C– or better.

Students are encouraged to satisfy this require-
ment as early as possible in order to be able to
use the language for reference in linguistics
courses. Students with native language compe-
tence in a language other than English may peti-
tion to have English count as satisfying the
proficiency requirement.

General Major (12 courses)
The general major in linguistics requires satis-

faction of the undergraduate language require-
ment and successful completion of twelve
upper-division courses:

6 required linguistics courses:
LIGN 101
LIGN 110
LIGN 111

LIGN 120
LIGN 121
LIGN 130

5 linguistics electives

1 additional linguistics elective or upper-divi-
sion course in another department pertain-
ing to the study of language

Specialized Majors
Every student with a specialized major must

consult the faculty adviser in the Department
of Linguistics to have approved an individual
curricular plan to satisfy the major require-
ments for the option chosen. Each specialized
major requires satisfaction of the undergraduate
language requirement and successful completion
of upper-division requirements as specified
below. The specialization will be reflected in the
wording of a degree, e.g.,“B.A. in Linguistics (with
Specialization in Language and Society).”

Cognition and Language 
(12 courses)

6 required linguistics courses:
LIGN 101
LIGN 110
LIGN 111
LIGN 120
LIGN 121
LIGN 130

4 linguistics electives chosen from:

LIGN 104
LIGN 163
LIGN 165
LIGN 170
LIGN 171 
LIGN 172
LIGN 176
LIGN 179

2 additional courses from linguistics or other
departments subject to adviser approval.

Courses currently approved to satisfy 
this requirement include the following
(Note: some of these courses may have pre-
requisites):

Linguistics:
Any upper-division courses (except those used

to fulfill requirements A and B).

Anthropology:

ANBI 140: The Evolution of the Human Brain
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ANBI 159: Biological and Cultural Perspectives
on Intelligence

ANBI 161: Human Evolution
ANBI 173: Cognition in Animals and Humans

Cognitive Science:

COGS 101C: Cognitive Theory and Phenomena:
Language and Reasoning

COGS 107C: Cognitive Neuroscience: Neural
Bases of Cognition

COGS 108A: Theory of Computation and
Formal Systems

COGS 108B: Symbolic Modeling of Cognition
COGS 108C: Neural Network Models of

Cognition I
COGS 130: Everyday Cognition
COGS 131: Distributed Cognition
COGS 141: Observation, Protocol, and

Discourse Analysis
COGS 142: Philosophy of Cognitive Science
COGS 150: Semantics
COGS 151: Analogy and Conceptual Systems
COGS 153: Language Comprehension
COGS 154: Communication Disorders in

Children and Adults
COGS 156: Language Development
COGS 170: Natural and Artificial Symbolic

Representational Systems
COGS 181: Neural Network Models of 

Cognition II
COGS 184: Modeling the Evolution of

Cognition
COGS 191: Laboratory Research

Computer Science and Engineering:

CSE 133: Information Retrieval

Philosophy:

PHIL 110: Wittgenstein
PHIL 111: Quine
PHIL 120: Symbolic Logic I
PHIL 121: Symbolic Logic II
PHIL 134: Philosophy of Language
PHIL 135: Meaning and Communication
PHIL 136: Philosophy of Mind
PHIL 150: Philosophy of the Cognitive Sciences

Psychology:

PSYC 105: Introduction to Cognitive
Psychology

PSYC 118A: Real-Time Examination of 
Language Processing

PSYC 118B: Real-Time Examination of 
Language Processing

PSYC 119: Psycholinguistics/Cognition 
Laboratory

PSYC 126: Language Development
PSYC 133: Brain and Cognitive Development
PSYC 145: Psychology of Language
PSYC 176: Functional Neuroanatomy
PSYC 185: Communication: Nonverbal and

Disfluent

LANGUAGE AND SOCIETY (14 COURSES)

6 required linguistics courses

2 appropriate upper-division courses in other
departments (especially the Departments
of Anthropology, Communication,
Cognitive Science, or Sociology), selected in
consultation with the faculty adviser for
language and society

1 course in sociolinguistics (by approval of 
the faculty adviser, may be taken in
another department)

5 linguistics electives. Courses particularly
relevant to this specialization are:

LIGN 105: Law and Language
LIGN 175: Sociolinguistics
LIGN 176: Language of Politics and 

Advertising
LIGN 177: Multilingualism

Language Studies Major
Students majoring in language studies must

consult with the language studies faculty
adviser to approve an individual curricular plan.

The language studies major is designed for
students who wish to pursue the study of a par-
ticular language from a variety of perspectives. To
this end, students will take courses in linguistics
and literature, as well as electives in linguistics, lit-
erature, culture, and area studies. This major pro-
vides preparation for a variety of careers that
make use of second language skills. Depending
on the elective emphasis, these include interna-
tional business/law, teaching, translation, inter-
preting, linguistics, and foreign service. Each
language studies major will specialize in one lan-
guage of concentration. In principle, this could
be any language other than English. However,
some languages may require that some course-
work be completed outside UCSD. Hence, it is
recommended that language studies majors
consider a year abroad. Students whose lan-
guage of concentration is American Sign
Language will need to consult the faculty adviser

for individualized requirements; these students
may also consider an exchange year at Gallaudet
University.

Requirements:

Lower-division preparation:

• Two years of language instruction in the lan-
guage of concentration, or equivalent profi-
ciency

• Lower-division prerequisites for upper-division
courses in the literature of the language of
concentration

Upper-division requirements:

Note: At least two of the upper-division 
courses must be conducted in the language of
concentration. Students are encouraged to
increase their academic exposure to their lan-
guage of concentration by taking one-unit semi-
nars in the language and by participating in the
EAP program.

A. 6 upper-division linguistics courses, as 
follows:
LIGN 101: Introduction to Linguistics

3 courses chosen from:
LIGN 104: Language and Conceptualization
LIGN 110: Phonetics
LIGN 111: Phonology I
LIGN 120: Morphology
LIGN 121: Syntax I
LIGN 130: Semantics
LIGN 150: Historical Linguistics

“Structure of” language of concentration
(e.g., LIGN 143 Structure of Spanish). If no
such course is available, then any upper-
division LIGN course or any course from
another department (e.g., literature) that
deals with the structure or history of the
language of concentration may be substi-
tuted (subject to faculty approval).

One additional upper-division LIGN course.

B. 2 upper-division courses in the literature of
the language of concentration

C. 4 additional upper-division courses that deal
with general linguistics, the language of
concentration (e.g., literature), or the corre-
sponding culture/area studies (e.g., anthro-
pology, economics, history, political science,
sociology), subject to approval of the fac-
ulty advisor.
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Approved courses for this requirement
include the following (Note: some of these
courses may have prerequisites):

Linguistics: Any upper-division courses 
(except those used to fulfill requirement A).

Literature: Any upper-division courses related
to the language of concentration (except those
used to fulfill requirement B).

Area Studies: Approved courses are listed by
language of concentration; other languages of
concentration are possible in principle, but
probably require coursework outside of UCSD.

ASL 

COM/HIP 124: Voice: Deaf People in 
America

Chinese

ANRG 170: Traditional Chinese Society
ANRG 173: Chinese Popular Religion
HIEA 120: Classical Chinese Philosophy 

and Culture
HIEA 123: Food in Chinese History
HIEA 130: History of the Modern Chinese 

Revolution: 1800–1911
HIEA 132: History of the People’s Republic 

of China
HIEA 137: Women and Family in Chinese 

History
HIEA 167: Special Topics in Modern 

Chinese History
POLI 130B: Politics in the People’s 

Republic of China
POLI 131C: The Chinese Revolution
POLI 132B: Politics and Revolution in 

China and Japan
SOCD 158J: Religion and Ethics in China 

and Japan
SOCD 188B: Chinese Society

French

HIEU 129: Paris, Past and Present
HIEU 131: The French Revolution:

1789–1814
HIEU 153A-B: Nineteenth-Century 

France—Twentieth-Century France
POLI 120C: Politics in France

German

HIEU 132: German Politics and Culture:
1648–1848

HIEU 154: Modern German History
HIEU 177: Special Topics in Modern 

German Thought

POLI 120B: The German Political System
POLI 120D: Germany: Before, During, and 

After Division

Hebrew

ANRG 150: The Rise and Fall of Ancient 
Israel 

ANRG 162: Peoples of the Middle East
HINE 100: The Ancient Near East and Israel
HINE 102: The Jews in Their Homeland in 

Antiquity
HINE 103: The Jewish Diaspora in 

Antiquity
HINE 170: Special Topics in Jewish History
HINE 186: Special Topics in Middle Eastern 

History
POLI 121: Middle East Politics
SOCD 188O: Dilemmas of Israeli Society

Italian

HIEU 122: Politics Italian Renaissance Style
HIEU 124: The City in Italy

Japanese 

ECON 163: Japanese Economy
HIEA 110: Japan Through the Twelfth 

Century
HIEA 111: Japan: Twelfth to Mid-

Nineteenth Centuries
HIEA 112: Japan: From the Mid-Nineteenth

Century through the U.S. Occupation
HIEA 113: The Fifteen-Year War in Asia and 

the Pacific
HIEA 114: Postwar Japan
HIEA 115: Social and Cultural History of 

Twentieth-Century Japan
HIEA 116: Japan-U.S. Relations
HIEA 160: Colloquium on Modern 

Japanese History
HIEA 161: Representing Japan
POLI 113B: Chinese and Japanese Political 

Thought (I)
POLI 113C: Chinese and Japanese Political 

Thought (II)
POLI 132B: Politics and Revolution in 

China and Japan
POLI 133A: Japanese Politics: A 

Developmental Perspective
POLI 133E: Public Policy in Japan
SOCD 158J: Religion and Ethics in China 

and Japan
SOCD 188G: Policemen, Businessmen, and 

Students: Japanese Organizational 
Cultures

Russian

HIEU 134: Russia: Ninth Century to 1855
HIEU 156: Russia: 1855 to the Present
HIEU 178: Special Topics in Modern 

Russian History
POLI 126AB: Politics and Economics in 

Eastern Europe
POLI 130AA: The Soviet Successor States
POLI 130AD: The Politics of the Russian 

Revolution
POLI 147A: Soviet Foreign Policy
SOCD 188E Soviet Society

Spanish 
ANRG 133: Politics and Modernity: Urban 

Cultures in Latin America
ANRG 134: The Cultures of Mexico
COM/SF 140C: Comparative Media 

Systems: Latin America and the 
Caribbean

COM/CUL 110: Cinema in Latin America
ECON 161: Latin American Economic 

Development
ETHN 132: Chicano Dramatic Literature
ETHN 133: Hispanic-American Dramatic 

Literature
ETHN 135: Development of Chicano 

Literature
ETHN 136: Themes and Motifs in Chicano 

Literature
ETHN 137: Chicano Prose
ETHN 138: Chicano Poetry
ETHN 139: Chicano Literature in English
ETHN 145: Spanish Language in the 

United States
ETHN 180: Topics in Mexican American 

History
HIEU 138: Imperial Spain, 1476–1808 
HIEU 151: Spain since 1808
HIEU 165: Special Topics in Early Modern 

Spain
HIEU 175: Selected Topics in the History of 

Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century 
Spain

HILA 100: Latin America-Colonial 
Transformations

HILA 101: Latin America: The Construction
of Independence 1810–1898

HILA 102: Latin America in the Twentieth 
Century 

HILA 105: South America: Labor, Coercion,
and Society in the Nineteenth Century

HILA 107: State and Society in Nineteenth-
and Twentieth-Century Latin America
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HILA 112: Economic and Social History of 
the Andean Region

HILA 113: Lord and Peasant in Latin 
America

HILA 114: Social History of Colonial Latin 
America

HILA 115: The Latin American City,
A History

HILA 116: Encounter of Two Worlds: Early 
Colonial Latin America

HILA 117: Indians, Blacks, and Whites:
Family Relations in Latin America

HILA 120: History of Argentina 
HLA 122: Cuba: From Colony to Socialist 

Republic 
HILA 131: A History of Mexico 
HILA 132: A History of Contemporary 

Mexico 
HILA 160: Topics in Latin American 

Colonial History, 1500–1820 
HILA 161: History of Women in Latin 

America 
HILA 162: Special Topics in Latin American 

History 
HILA 166: Cuba: From Colony to Socialist 

Republic 
LATI 120: Special Topics in Latin American 

Studies
THHS 109: African Heritage in 

Contemporary Drama: African,
Caribbean, and African-American 

THHS 110: Chicano Dramatic Literature
THHS 111: Hispanic-American Dramatic 

Literature 
POLI 134B: Politics in Mexico
POLI 134C: Politics in Mexico
POLI 134D: Selected Topics in Latin 

American Politics
POLI 134G: Politics in the Andes
POLI 134I: Politics in the Southern Cone of 

Latin America
POLI 134N: Politics in Central America
POLI 134P: Organizing Women in Latin 

America
POLI 134Q: Organization, Resistance, and 

Protest in Latin America
POLI 134R: Political Parties in Latin 

America
POLI 146A: The U.S. and Latin America:

Political and Economic Relations
POLI 146E: U.S.-Latin American Relations:

Security Issues
SOCC 151M: Chicanos in American Society 

SOCD 188D: Latin America: Society and 
Politics 

Honors Program
The department offers an honors program for

outstanding students. Those students who have a
3.75 GPA in linguistics (3.25 overall) at the end 
of their junior year are eligible to participate.
Students interested in participating in the honors
program should consult with their department
adviser: admission to the program requires nomi-
nation by the adviser and approval of the depart-
ment faculty.

The honors program requires that two gradu-
ate linguistics courses be taken as part of the
twelve required courses for the major, and further
requires one quarter of LIGN 199H. During one of
the two graduate courses, the student, in consul-
tation with the instructor and a faculty adviser,
will begin a substantial research project which
will be continued during the quarter of 199H and
will culminate in an honors paper. Responsibility
for proposing possible projects and completing
necessary paperwork rests with the student. Upon
successful completion of the requirements the
designation “with distinction,”“with high distinc-
tion,” or “with highest distinction” will appear on
the student’s diploma.

Independent Study and Directed
Group Study in Linguistics for
Majors

Upon presentation of a written study proposal
or project, and with the consent of the instructor
and the adviser, linguistics majors with at least a
3.5 GPA in the major courses may request permis-
sion to undertake independent study in linguistics
(LIGN 199). No more than one such course (to be
taken Pass/Not Pass) may count toward the major.

The Minor Program

The Linguistics minor consists of LIGN 101, plus
six additional courses in linguistics, at least four of
which must be upper-division. The courses
selected to complete the minor must form a
coherent program of study and must be
selected in consultation with the linguistics
undergradute adviser. The content of these
courses will determine whether the linguistics
minor is classified as humanities, natural science,
or social science.

For all courses counted toward the linguistics
minor, the student must receive letter grades of
C– or better. Courses counted toward the minor
may not be taken on a Pass/Not Pass basis, except
LIGN 199. Only one quarter of LIGN 199 may be
counted toward the minor.

The Language Studies minor consists of seven
courses, at least five of which must be upper-
division:

Literature: One upper-division literature course
is required in the language of concentration. This
will require proficiency as well as lower-division
prerequisites. Therefore, the lower-division
courses of the minor may consist of prerequisites
for the upper-division literature requirement.
American Sign Language students may substitute
a non-literature upper-division elective with
approval of the faculty adviser.

Linguistics: LIGN 101 is required. In addition
students must take either a ‘Structure of’ course 
(if available), or one course chosen from LIGN 104,
110, 111, 120, 121, 130, and 150.

Other: Two additional courses that deal with
general linguistics, the language of concentration
(e.g., literature), or the corresponding culture, sub-
ject to aproval of the faculty adviser are required.

The Ph.D. Program

The UCSD Ph.D. program in linguistics offers
rigorous training in multiple areas of theoretical
linguistics, including syntax, semantics, phonetics,
phonology, and morphology. The department is
particularly strong in the study of interface areas,
including syntax/semantics, phonetics/phonol-
ogy, and phonology/syntax. Research conducted
in a variety of theoretical frameworks is inte-
grated into the graduate curriculum. Students
receive a firm foundation in both formal and cog-
nitive/functionalist approaches to syntax and
semantics. In phonology, basic training includes
segmental and autosegmental phonology, con-
straint-based phonology, syllable theory, metrical
theory, and theories of the phonology-morphol-
ogy interface. The first two years of graduate
study are devoted primarily to gaining a strong
background in these core theoretical areas.

This theoretical strength of the department is
matched by strength in both language study and
experimental science. The range of languages rep-
resented in faculty research encompasses
American Sign Language (ASL), Bantu, Caucasian,
Chinese, Finno-Ugric, Germanic, Persian, Romance,
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Semitic, Slavic, and Uto-Aztecan. The departmen-
tal concern with the empirical facts of language is
reflected in a field methods requirement for grad-
uate students as well as in the graduate student
language requirement (conversational ability in
one language other than English and reading
ability in two languages other than English). The
department has a tradition of working with native
speakers of a wide variety of languages. The
department’s language laboratory maintains a
library of written and recorded materials permit-
ting independent study of dozens of languages; it
also includes a microcomputer facility for self-
instruction in French, German, Italian, and
Spanish. The Linguistics Language Program (LLP)
provides basic foreign language instruction for
the entire campus, and many linguistics graduate
students are employed as TAs in the program.
Aside from providing a source of funding, the LLP
provides graduate students with valuable teach-
ing experience.

The department houses laboratories devoted
to experimental studies of language with empha-
sis on phonetics, event-related brain potentials
(ERPs), computational linguistics, and signed lan-
guages. The focus of experimental research in the
department is the mutual dependence between
mechanisms of language processing and theories
of phonology and syntax. Linguistics graduate stu-
dents may supplement their theoretical studies
with experimental research; in addition to depart-
mental laboratories, graduate students have
access to experimental laboratories concerned
with language issues in other departments.

The department has a strong commitment to,
and is an active and integral part of, the cognitive
science and neuroscience communities at UCSD.
Most linguistics faculty have joint appointments
in the Department of Linguistics and the Cogni-
tive Science Interdisciplinary Ph.D. Program, and
participate in the Department of Cognitive
Science graduate core course in language
(Cognitive Science 201D) as well as in the all-cam-
pus Interdisciplinary Program seminar (Cognitive
Science 200) on a regular basis. Graduate students
in the Cognitive Science Department frequently
participate in Linguistics graduate courses, and
Linguistics graduate students regularly attend
courses in the Cognitive Science Department on
neuroscience, child language acquisition, aphasia,
neural networks, and semantics and cognition.
Linguistics graduate students are eligible to pur-
sue a joint degree in Cognitive Science and
Linguistics within the Interdisciplinary Program.

Areas of secondary specialization that are espe-
cially well represented in the cognitive science
community at UCSD and related institutes include
child development, connectionist modelling,
distributed cognition, language disorders, neuro-
science, philosophy, and psycholinguistics.

The department has access to rich informa-
tional resources; in addition to the extensive 
linguistics holdings in the main library, the
department maintains a collection of research
reports, dissertations, and unpublished papers.
Access to the libraries of other universities exists
through interlibrary loan.

Preparation
Since linguistics is a highly technical and ana-

lytic field, linguistics students will find their under-
graduate training in mathematics and the natural
sciences especially valuable. Undergraduate work
in certain of the social sciences and humanities,
particularly psychology, anthropology, philosophy
and literature, is also good preparation for linguis-
tics. The ideal candidate for admission will have
both experience with foreign languages and
some knowledge of the fundamentals of contem-
porary linguistic theory. Students who, upon
admission, are deficient either in their formal lin-
guistics preparation or languages will be advised
by the department on how to make up the defi-
ciency. All graduate students must demonstrate a
basic proficiency in phonetics in the first year of
graduate study either by passing a basic profi-
ciency test in phonetics upon registration or by
taking LIGN 110. New graduate students will be
admitted only in the fall of any academic year.

Language Requirements
A candidate for the Ph.D. degree must 

demonstrate: (1) Conversational ability in one lan-
guage other than English. (2) A reading knowl-
edge of any one language other than his or her
native language, subject to faculty approval.

Required Courses
Candidates for the Ph.D. must pass certain

graduate courses prior to taking the qualifying
examination. All graduate students must take a
common core of thirteen courses. These are:

• four courses in phonetics/phonology: 211A,
211B, 213, and one of 210, 215 or 248

• three courses in Principles and Parameters
Theory: 221A, 221B, and 223

• one course in cognitive linguistics: 221C

• one course in linguistic typology or 
functional linguistics: 236 or 237

• one course in lexicalist theories: 224

• one course in formal semantics: 230

• one course in field methods: 240

• one course in research paper writing: 293

All required courses (except 293) must be
taken for a letter grade.

Evaluations
A graduate student is formally evaluated by

the entire faculty at particular stages during the
first three years of graduate study. The first evalu-
ation (at the end of the third quarter of graduate
study) pertains chiefly to performance in courses.
The second (or comprehensive) evaluation (at the
end of the sixth quarter) determines the student’s
fitness to continue in the Ph.D. program. It takes
into account performance in course work and
ability to engage in original research in one area
of linguistics as demonstrated in a research paper.
The third evaluation (at the end of the ninth quar-
ter) focuses primarily on a second research paper
(which must be in a different area of linguistics
from the first).

Qualifying Examination
Candidates for the Ph.D. degree must pass an

oral qualifying examination which tests the stu-
dent’s knowledge in the area of specialization.
Prior to taking this examination, the student must
pass the comprehensive evaluation, satisfy all lan-
guage requirements, successfully complete all
required courses, and demonstrate—through
research papers—the ability to carry out inde-
pendent, dissertation-level research. Students
must take the qualifying examination by the end
of the fourth year of graduate work.

Colloquium Presentation
Sometime prior to the thesis defense, a student

must present a paper orally at a professional
gathering. The colloquium requirement is
intended to enable a student to develop the skills
necessary for organizing research results for oral
presentation. The requirement is generally met by
presenting a department colloquium or by pre-
senting a paper at a professional meeting. In
either case, a faculty member must certify the
acceptability of the presentation.
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Dissertation
The candidate for the Ph.D. will write a sub-

stantial dissertation incorporating the results of
original and independent research carried out
under the supervision of the doctoral committee.
The candidate will be recommended for the doc-
tor of philosophy degree after having made a suc-
cessful oral defense of the dissertation before the
doctoral committee in a public meeting and after
having the final version of the dissertation
accepted by Geisel Library.

Apprentice Teaching
As part of their preparation for a future aca-

demic career, graduate students in linguistics at
UCSD are given special opportunities to partici-
pate in teaching programs under the supervision
of a professor. Depending on qualifications, stu-
dents may conduct conversation or analysis
classes in lower-division language courses, or may
assist a professor in the teaching of a graduate or
undergraduate linguistics course.

Other Degrees
Candidates for the Ph.D., who have not previ-

ously earned a master’s degree, may be granted
the M.A. in linguistics after: 1) satisfactorily com-
pleting twelve required courses; all but LIGN 293
must be taken for a letter grade; 2) passing the
comprehensive evaluation at the end of the sixth
quarter; and 3) demonstrating a reading knowl-
edge of any language except English, subject to
faculty approval.

Candidates for the Ph.D. may also be granted
the C. Phil. upon completion of all degree 
requirements other than the dissertation.

Departmental Ph.D. Time Limit
Policies

The time a student takes to complete the Ph.D.
depends on a number of factors, including previ-
ous preparation and the amount of time spent in
teaching or other job commitments. Several poli-
cies set an upper limit to the length of the pro-
gram. All degree requirements other than the
dissertation must be completed by the end of the
fourth year of graduate work. Total instructional
support (TAships, etc.) cannot exceed six years;
total university support cannot exceed seven
years. Total registered time at UCSD cannot
exceed eight years.

C O U R S E S

NOTE: Not all courses are offered every year. It
is essential that students consult the linguistics
adviser when planning their degree programs.

LINGUISTICS

LOWER DIVISION

3. Language as a Social and Cultural Phenomenon    (4)
Introduction to the study of language: language varia-
tion, change, and loss; multilingualism, pidginization,
and creolization; language planning, standardization,
and prescriptivism; writing systems; the role of lan-
guage in thought, myth, ritual, advertising, politics, and
the law.

4. Language as a Cognitive System    (4)
Introduction to the study of language: differences
between animal communication, sign systems, and
human language; origins and evolution of language;
neural basis of language; language acquisition in chil-
dren and adults; fundamental issues in language and
cognition.

7. Sign Language and Its Culture    (4)
Deaf history since the eighteenth century.The structure
of American Sign Language and comparison with oral
languages. ASL poetry and narrative and Deaf people’s
system of cultural knowledge. Basic questions concern-
ing the nature of language and its relation to culture.

8. Languages and Cultures in America    (4)
Language in American culture and society. Standard
and non-standard English in school, media, pop-cul-
ture, politics; bilingualism and education; cultural per-
ception of language issues over time; languages and
cultures in the ‘melting pot’, including Native American,
Hispanic, African-American, Deaf.

17. Making and Breaking Codes    (4)
A rigorous analysis of symbolic systems and their inter-
pretations. Students will learn to encode and decode
information using progressively more sophisticated
methods; topics covered include ancient and modern
phonetic writing systems, hieroglyphics, computer lan-
guages, and ciphers (secret codes).

UPPER DIVISION

101. Introduction to the Study of Language    (4)
Language is what makes us human, but how does it
work? This course focuses on speech sounds and sound
patterns, how words are formed, organized into sen-
tences, and understood, how language changes, and
how it is learned.

104. Language and Conceptualization    (4)
How does language reflect the ways humans concep-
tualize the world? Issues discussed include the relation
between language and thought, how languages differ
in conceiving and portraying situations, and how cul-
tural differences are reflected in language structure.

105. Law and Language    (4)
The interpretation of language in understanding the
law: 1) the language of courtroom interaction (hearsay,
jury instructions); 2) written legal language (contracts,

ambiguity, legal fictions); 3) language-based issues in
the law (First Amendment, libel and slander).

108. Languages of Africa    (4)
Africa is home to an astonishing variety of languages.
This course investigates the characteristics of the major
language families as well as population movements
and language contact, and how governments attempt
to regulate language use.

110. Phonetics    (4)
The study of the sounds which make up human lan-
guage. How sounds are physically produced; acoustics
of speech perception; practical training in translating
speech signals into written form and in interpreting
computerized speech signals. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or
consent of instructor.

111. Phonology I    (4)
Why does one language sound different from another?
This course analyzes how languages organize sounds
into different patterns, how those sounds interact, and
how they fit into larger units, such as syllables. Focus on
a wide variety of languages and problem-solving.
Prerequisite: LIGN 110.

115. Phonology II    (4)
Current theoretical approaches to the sound structure
of languages. Prerequisite: LIGN 111.

120. Morphology    (4)
How do some languages express with one word com-
plex meanings that English needs several words to
express? Discovery of underlying principles of word for-
mation through problem-solving and analysis of data
from a wide variety of languages. Prerequisite: LIGN 101
or consent of instructor.

121. Syntax I    (4)
What universal principles determine how words com-
bine into phrases and sentences? Introduction to
research methods and results. Emphasis on how argu-
mentation in problem-solving can be used in the devel-
opment of theories of language. Prerequisite: LIGN 101
or consent of instructor.

123. Morphology II    (4)
Recent developments in morphological theory, with
special reference to the interface between morphology
and syntax and/or phonology. An illustrative list of
issues includes: cyclic effects, non-derived environment
blocking, bracket erasure, non-concatenative morphol-
ogy; item-and-arrangement vs. realizational approaches
to morphology. Prerequisite: LIGN 120 or consent of
instructor.

125. Syntax II    (4)
Topics in the syntax of English and other languages.
Syntactic theory and universals. Prerequisite: LIGN 121.

130. Semantics    (4)
Introduction to the formal study of meaning.The mean-
ings of words and phrases have an intricate internal
structure that is both logical and intuitive. How, pre-
cisely, do words mean what they do in isolation and in
context? Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

141. Language Structures    (4)
Detailed investigation of the structure of one or more
languages. May be repeated for credit as topics vary.
Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.
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142. Language Typology    (4)
The systematic ways languages differ. Cross-linguistic
studies of specified topics (e.g., word order, agreement,
case, switch reference, phonological systems and rule
types, etc.) in an effort to develop models of language
variation. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

143. The Structure of Spanish    (4)
Surveys aspects of Spanish phonetics, phonology, mor-
phology, and syntax. Topics include dialect differences
between Latin American and Peninsular Spanish (both
from a historical and contemporary viewpoint), gender
classes, verbal morphology, and clause structure.
Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

145. Pidgins and Creoles    (4)
Pidgin and creole languages provide important
insights into the processes arising from natural lan-
guage contact. Origins of pidgins and creoles; detailed
description of salient aspects of their structure; rele-
vance of pidgins and creoles for theories of syntax, mor-
phology, language acquisition. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or
consent of instructor.

150. Historical Linguistics    (4)
Language is constantly changing. This course investi-
gates the nature of language change, how to determine
a language’s history, its relationship to other languages,
and the search for common ancestors or ‘proto-lan-
guage’. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

160. Mathematical Analysis of Language    (4)
The techniques and major results of computational,
logical, and statistical approaches to the analysis of
human and computer languages.

163. Computers and Language   (4)
Computers are just getting to the point where they can
understand spoken and written language. What makes
this task so hard? How do computers manage to do it at
all? Hands-on study of real software systems.

165. Computational Linguistics   (4)
An introduction to the fundamental concepts of com-
putational linguistics, in which we study natural lan-
guage syntax and semantics from an interpretation
perspective, describe methods for programming 
computer systems to perform such interpretation, and
survey applications of computational linguistics tech-
nology.

170. Psycholinguistics    (4)
The study of models of language and of language acqui-
sition from the point of view of modern linguistics and
psychology. Basic experimental method as applied to
language. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

171. Child Language Acquisition    (4)
A central cognitive, developmental mystery is how chil-
dren learn their first language. Overview of research in
the learning of sound systems, word forms and word
meanings, and word combinations. Exploration of the
relation between cognitive and language develop-
ment. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

172. Language and the Brain    (4)
The mind/body problem, basic neuroanatomy and neu-
rophysiology, cerebral lateralization, origins and evolu-
tion of language, aphasia, magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI), and event-related potentials (ERPs). Prerequisite:
LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

174. Gender and Language in Society   (4)
(Same as SOC/B 118A) This course examines how lan-
guage contributes to the social construction of gender
identities, and how gender impacts language use and
ideologies. Topics include the ways language and gen-
der interact across the life span (especially childhood
and adolescence); within ethnolinguistic minority com-
munities; and across cultures. Prerequisite: upper-divi-
sion standing.

175. Sociolinguistics    (4)
The study of language in its social context, with empha-
sis on the different types of linguistic variation and the
principles underlying them. Dialects; registers; sex-
based linguistic differences; factors influencing linguis-
tic choice; formal models of variation; variation and
change. Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

176. Language of Politics and Advertising    (4)
How can we explain the difference between what is lit-
erally said versus what is actually conveyed in the lan-
guage of law, politics, and advertising? How people’s
ordinary command of language and their reasoning
skills are used to manipulate them.

177. Multilingualism    (4)
Official and minority languages, pidgins and Creoles,
language planning, bilingual education and literacy,
code switching, and langage attrition. Prerequisite: LIGN
101 or consent of instructor.

179. Second Language Acquisition Research    (4)
Topics in second language acquisition including the
critical period, the processing and neural representation
of language in bilinguals, theories of second language
acquisition and creolization, exceptional language
learners, and parallels with first language acquisition.
Prerequisite: LIGN 101 or consent of instructor.

195. Apprentice Teaching    (0-4)
Students lead a class section of a lower-division linguis-
tics course.They also attend a weekly meeting on teach-
ing methods. (This course does not count toward minor
or major.) May be repeated for credit, up to a maximum
of four units. (P/NP grades only.) Prerequisites: consent of
instructor, advanced standing.

199. Independent Study in Linguistics    (2 or 4)
The student undertakes a program of research or
advanced reading in linguistics under the supervision
of a faculty member of the Department of Linguistics.
(P/NP grades only.) Prerequisite: consent of instructor.
May be repeated for credit.

199H. Honors Independent Study in Linguistics    (4)
The student undertakes a program of research and
advanced reading in linguistics under the supervision
of a faculty member in the Department of Linguistics.
(P/NP grades only.) Prerequisite: admission to Honors
Program.

GRADUATE

200. Research Forum    (2)
A forum for discussion of current issues. (S/U grades
only.) May be repeated for credit.

210. Laboratory Phonetics    (4)
Readings and laboratory work in acoustic and articula-
tory phonetics and speech perception. Experimental
design and methodology. Phonetic explanation in
phonology. Students will gain hands-on experience

with laboratory equipment. Prerequisite: LIGN 110 or
equivalent.

211A. Introductory Phonology    (4)
Introduction to the study of the sound patterns of lan-
guage. Rules and representations, lexical phonology,
segmental processes, autosegmental phonology.

211B. Nonlinear Phonology    (4)
This course will introduce topics in prosodic phonology
and morphology, (including syllable structure, stress,
and reduplication). These topics will be investigated
within constraint-based phonology. Prerequisite: LIGN
211A or equivalent.

213. Issues in Phonology    (4)
Current theoretical issues. May be repeated for credit
when topics vary.

214. Topics in Phonetics    (4)
Advanced topics in phonetic sciences. Subjects will
vary, and may include speech perception, acoustic pho-
netics, articulatory phonetics. May be repeated for
credit when topics vary. Prerequisite: LIGN 210, or consent
of instructor.

215. Topics in Phonology    (4)
Descriptive and theoretical problems in phonology.
Discussion of work in progress and/or theoretical con-
sequences of alternative analyses. May be repeated for
credit when topics vary.

221A. Introduction to Grammatical Theory   (4)
This course introduces basic syntactic phenomena and
argumentation via the Government and Binding
Theory of the 1980s. The phenomena, including NP-
Movement, Binding, and Wh-Movement, have been
important in the development of Generative Grammar
and remain central to current generative frameworks.

221B. Introduction to Grammatical Theory   (4)
This course continues to develop Principles and
Parameters Theory, as introduced in 221A. It concen-
trates on A-bar dependencies and the Binding Theory.
Focus will be on testing theoretical proposals and
understanding the role of theoretical alternatives,
underlying assumptions, and the empirical results
upon which these theoretical proposals are based.

221C. Introduction to Grammatical Theory   (4)
A basic introduction to the theory of Cognitive
Grammar, which claims that lexicon, morphology, and
syntax form a continuum of symbolic structures.
Among the topics examined are semantic structure,
grammatical classes, constructions, rules, clause struc-
ture, and reference-point phenomena.

222. Theories of Grammar    (4)
Introduction to a particular grammatical theory. May be
repeated for credit when topics vary.

223. Current Issues in Principles and Parameters 
Theory    (4)
This course examines recent developments in Prin-
ciples and Parameters Theory. Topics include funda-
mental work that led to the Minimalist Program and
more recent developments in this tradition. May be
repeated for credit when topics vary.

224. Lexicalist Theories of Grammar   (4)
Introduction to conceptual issues and representational
apparatus of lexicalist theories of grammar. Focus on
empirical argumentation from numerous languages for
lexicalist assumptions. Particular attention to lexical
semantics, morphology, and syntax.



9

225. Topics in Syntax    (4)
Descriptive and theoretical problems in syntactic analy-
sis. Theoretical consequences of alternative analyses.
May be repeated for credit when topics vary.

230. Formal Semantics    (4)
Theories of semantic structure.The relation of meaning
to grammar, and how it is to be accommodated in an
overall model of linguistic organization.The application
of formal semantics to the description of natural 
language.

231. Cognitive Semantics   (4)
Introduction to conceptualist accounts of semantic
structure. Survey of basic phenomena, including
frames, metaphor, metonymy, construal, categorization,
image schemas, and mental space organization.
Examination of selected descriptive and theoretical
proposals.

235. Topics in Semantics    (4)
Advanced material in special areas of the study of
meaning and its relation to formal aspects of human
language. As subject matter varies, the course may be
repeated for credit.

236. Language Universals and Linguistic Typology    (4)
Introduction to the typological study of language, con-
trasting alternative approaches to research in language
universals. Main topics covered: cross-linguistic
approach to language study (sampling: universal gen-
eralizations, hierarchies); explanations for language uni-
versals; the role of cross-linguistic analyses in linguistic
theory.

237. Functional Linguistics    (4)
A sequel to LIGN 221A-C presenting fundamental
assumptions of functional linguistics and comparing
functionalism with other major theories of syntax.
Goals: to expand students’ knowledge of theoretical
approaches to fundamental grammatical phenomena;
to practice constructing arguments based on empirical
evidence.

238. Topics in Cognitive Linguistics    (0–4)
(Same as Cognitive Science 238) Basic concepts, empir-
ical findings, and recent developments in cognitive and
functional linguistics. Language viewed dynamically in
relation to conceptualization, discourse, meaning con-
struction, and cognitive processing. As topics vary, may
be repeated for credit.

239. Information Structure and Discourse    (4)
This course will examine major information-structural
categories (topic, focus, etc.) and the relationships
between these categories, semantic roles, and gram-
matical functions. The course will also examine the sta-
tus of information structure within the architecture of a
linguistic theory. Prerequisite: LIGN 221A, 221B, 221C,
221D, or consent of instructor.

240. Field Methods    (4)
Techniques of discovering the structure of a language
through elicitation of data from native speaker consult-
ants. Phonemic, morphemic, and syntactic analysis.
Prerequisite: LIGN 110 or equivalent.

241. Fieldwork    (4)
Fieldwork continuing the research of the previous
quarter; student-directed elicitations on topics of inter-
est. Prerequisite: LIGN 240.

242. Discourse Interpretation    (4)
A graduate course examining discourse interpretation
from a computational perspective. Theoretically princi-
pled algorithms for resolving pronominal and other
types of reference. The interpretation of ellipsis.
Methods for recovering the structure of a discourse and
determining its coherence.

244. Tense and Aspect    (4)
Tense and aspect in natural languages, with an empha-
sis on the temporal information they predicate over
eventualities in discourse. Theories of event structure
and their intereaction with tense and aspect.
Computational models.

248. Morphology    (4)
Theories of word structure are examined and con-
fronted with data from a variety of languages. Topics
may include: the distinction between derivational and
inflectional morphology, the morphology/phonology
interface, and the morphology/syntax interface. May be
repeated for credit as topics vary.

250. Historical Linguistics    (4)
Introduction to the concepts and methodology of his-
torical linguistics. Topics covered include the nature of
language change, genetic and areal relationships, the
comparative method, and internal reconstruction.

270. Psycholinguistics    (4)
Issues of natural language processing in relation to one
or more of the following levels of linguistic analysis:
phonetics, phonology, the lexicon, morphology, syntax,
semantics, information structure, or discourse. May be
repeated for credit when topics vary.

272. Topics in Neurolinguistics    (4)
Issues of language representation and neural instantia-
tion that arise in studies of neural imaging, language
disorders, multilingualism and second language acqui-
sition, animal communication, and the origins and evo-
lution of language. May be repeated for credit when
topics vary.

278. Research in Second Language Acquisition    (4)
This course will investigate topics in second language
acquisition including the critical period, the processing
and neural representation of language in bilinguals,
theories of second language acquisition and creoliza-
tion, exceptional language learners, and parallels with
first language acquisition.

292. Topics in Research in Progress    (0-4)
Presentation and discussion of research in progress.
May be repeated.

293. Research Practicum    (0-4)
Gathering and interpreting data, formulating research
questions and hypotheses, making the predictions of
hypotheses explicit, finding relevant evidence, and
organizing research results into suitable form for pres-
entation in abstracts, talks, and research papers. (S/U
grades only.) May be repeated for credit.

295. Professional Development in Methodology of
Language Teaching    (0-2)
Skills, techniques, issues, and principles relevant to the
methods and pedagogy involved in the teaching and
learning of a foreign language and the successful tran-
sition to a professional career. Readings, discussions,
and demonstrations of techniques. (S/U grades only.)
May be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: permission of
instructor.

296. Directed Research    (1-8)
Individual research. May be repeated for credit.

299. Doctoral Research    (1-12)
Directed research on dissertation topic for students
who have been admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D.
degree. May be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: admis-
sion to candidacy.

502. Apprentice Teaching of Linguistics    (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in the department’s linguistics
courses, includes discussion of teaching theories, tech-
niques, and materials, conduct of discussion sessions,
and participation in examinations, under the supervi-
sion of the instructor in charge of the course. The stu-
dent must be serving as a teaching assistant in a LIGN
course to receive credit.

503. Apprentice Teaching of American Sign 
Language  (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in American Sign Language,
includes discussion of teaching theories, techniques
and materials, conduct of discussion sessions, and par-
ticipation in examinations, under the supervision of the
instructor in charge of the course. (S/U grades only.)
May be repeated for credit.

504. Apprentice Teaching of French   (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in French, includes discussion of
teaching theories, techniques and materials, conduct of
discussion sessions, and participation in examinations,
under the supervision of the instructor in charge of the
course. (S/U grades only.) May be repeated for credit.

505. Apprentice Teaching of German   (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in German, includes discussion of
teaching theories, techniques and materials, conduct of
discussion sessions, and participation in examinations,
under the supervision of the instructor in charge of the
course. (S/U grades only.) May be repeated for credit.

506. Apprentice Teaching of Italian   (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in Italian, includes discussion of
teaching theories, techniques and materials, conduct of
discussion sessions, and participation in examinations,
under the supervision of the instructor in charge of the
course. (S/U grades only.) May be repeated for credit.

507. Apprentice Teaching of Spanish   (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in Spanish, includes discussion of
teaching theories, techniques and materials, conduct of
discussion sessions, and participation in examinations,
under the supervision of the instructor in charge of the
course. (S/U grades only.) May be repeated for credit.

508. Apprentice Teaching of Language/Directed 
Study   (1-4)
The course, designed for graduate students serving as
teaching assistants in language directed study, includes
discussion of teaching theories, techniques and materi-
als, directing study of various uncommonly taught lan-
guages, sessions, and participation in examinations,
under the supervision of the instructor in charge of the
course. (S/U grades only.) May be repeated for credit.
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509. Apprentice Teaching, Head Teaching Assistant
(1–4)
This course, designed for a graduate student serving as
Head Teaching Assistant in the Linguistics Language
Program, includes discussion of teaching methods and
materials, and classroom observation, directing study
of various uncommonly taught languages, sessions,
and participation in examinations, under the supervi-
sion of the instructor in charge of the course.

C O U R S E S

LANGUAGE

OFFICE: Linguistics Language Program Office,
2125 McGill Hall, Muir College

Students are placed in foreign language
courses based on prior preparation and on the
results of a placement test administered prior to
or during orientation. Students who miss the
placement exam should contact the Linguistics
Language Program Office (McGill 2125) for
instructions.

Conversation sections (Linguistics 1A-1B-1C-
1D) consist of small tutorial meetings with a
native speaker, plus reading and assigned labora-
tory work. Analysis sections (Linguistics 1AX-1BX-
1CX-1DX) consist of presentation and practice of
grammatical structures, discussion sections,
assigned laboratory work, and outside reading.
Each course in the 1A-1B-1C-1D series must be
taken concurrently with the corresponding
course in the 1AX-1BX-1CX-1DX series.

Linguistics 11 courses are self-instructional:
intended for reading the language for scholarly
purposes. They are particularly aimed at graduate
students preparing to fulfill French or German
reading requirements.

Linguistics 19 courses, offered in more than
sixty languages, are designed for self-instructional
study at an introductory level. Students may
enroll for two or four units of credit. For some lan-
guages, depending on the availability of suitable
materials, the course may be repeated for credit.

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1A. American
Sign Language Conversation    (2.5)
Small tutorial meetings with a signer of American Sign
Language (ASL). Conversational practice organized
around common everyday communicative situations.
Must be taken with LISL 1AX. Prerequisite: no prior study
of ASL.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1AX. Analysis
of American Sign Language    (2.5)
Study of American Sign Language (ASL) and analysis of
its syntactic, morphological, and phonological features.

Readings and discussions of cultural information. The
course is taught entirely in ASL. Must be taken with LISL
1A. Prerequisite: no prior study of ASL.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1B. American
Sign Language Conversation    (2.5)
Small tutorial meetings with a signer of American Sign
Language (ASL). Conversational practice organized
around common everyday communicative situations.
Must be taken with LISL 1BX. Prerequisites: LISL 1A with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISL 1AX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1BX. Analysis
of American Sign Language    (2.5)
Study of American Sign Language (ASL) and analysis of
its syntactic, morphological, and phonological features.
Readings and discussions of cultural information. The
course is taught entirely in ASL. Must be taken with LISL
1B. Prerequisites: LISL 1A with a grade of C– or better, or
equivalent and LISL 1AX with a grade of D or better, or
equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1C. American
Sign Language Conversation    (2.5)
Small tutorial meetings with a signer of American Sign
Language (ASL). Conversational practice organized
around common everyday communicative situations.
Must be taken with LISL 1CX. Prerequisites: LISL 1B with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISL 1BX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1CX. Analysis
of American Sign Language    (2.5)
Study of American Sign Language (ASL) and analysis of
its syntactic, morphological, and phonological features.
Readings and discussions of cultural information. The
course is taught entirely in ASL. Must be taken with LISL
1C. Prerequisites: LISL 1B with a grade of C– or better, or
equivalent and LISL 1BX with a grade of D or better, or
equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1D. American
Sign Language Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in
American Sign Language. Emphasis on developing
signing fluency and greater cultural awareness. Practice
of the principal language functions needed for success-
ful communication. Must be taken in conjunction with
LISL 1DX. Successful completion of LISL 1D and LISL 1DX
satisfies the requirement for language proficiency in
Revelle College. Prerequisites: LISL 1C with a grade of C–
or better, or equivalent and LISL 1CX with a grade of D or
better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1DX. Analysis
of American Sign Language    (2.5)
Practice of the grammatical functions indispensable for
comprehensible communication in the language. The
course is taught entirely in American Sign Language.
Must be taken in conjunction with LISL 1D. Successful
completion of LISL 1D and LISL 1DX satisfies the require-
ment for language proficiency in Revelle College.
Prerequisites: LISL 1C with a grade of C– or better, or equiva-
lent and LISL 1CX with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/American Sign Language (LISL) 1E.
Intermediate American Sign Language Conversation    (4)
Course aims to improve language skills through discus-
sion of topics relevant to the Deaf community. Central
topics will include education and  American Sign
Language (ASL) literature. Conducted entirely in

American Sign Language. Prerequisites: LISL 1D and LISL
1DX with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent.

CHINESE

See: Chinese Studies

See also: Linguistics Directed Study

FRENCH

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1A. French Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1AX.
Prerequisite: no prior study of French.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1AX. Analysis of French    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in French.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1A. Prerequisite:
no prior study of French.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1B. French Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1BX.
Prerequisites: LIFR 1A with a grade of C– or better, or equiv-
alent and LIFR 1AX with a grade of D or better, or equiva-
lent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1BX. Analysis of French    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in French.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1B. Prerequisites:
LIFR 1A with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIFR
1AX with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1C. French Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1CX.
Prerequisites: LIFR 1B with a grade of C– or better, or equiv-
alent and LIFR 1BX with a grade of D or better, or equiva-
lent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1CX. Analysis of French    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in French.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIFR 1C. Prerequisites:
LIFR 1B with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIFR
1BX with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1D. French Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in French.
Emphasis on speaking, reading, writing, and culture.
Practice of the language functions needed for success-
ful communication. Must be taken in conjunction with
LIFR 1DX. Successful completion of LIFR 1D and LIFR 1DX
satisfies the requirement for language proficiency in
Revelle College. Prerequisites: LIFR 1C with a grade of C–
or better, or equivalent and LIFR 1CX with a grade of D or
better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 1DX. Analysis of French    (2.5)
Practice of the grammatical functions indispensable for
comprehensible communication in the language. The
course is taught entirely in French. Must be taken in con-
junction with LIFR 1D. Successful completion of LIFR 1D
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and LIFR 1DX satisfies the requirement for language profi-
ciency in Revelle College. Prerequisites: LIFR 1C with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIFR 1CX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 11. Elementary French 
Reading    (2-4)
A self-instructional program designed to prepare gradu-
ate students to meet reading requirements in French.
After a one-week introduction to French orthography/
sound correspondence, students work with a self-
instructional textbook. Mid-term and final examina-
tions. (F,W,S)

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 15, 16, and 17. Intermediate
French for the Social Sciences    (2)
Conducted entirely in French. Course aims to improve
oral language skills through discussions of social sci-
ence topics, with emphasis on political events and cur-
rent affairs. Course materials encompass televised news
broadcasts, newspapers and periodicals. LIFR 15 is
offered fall quarter only, LIFR 16 is offered winter quar-
ter only and LIFR 17 is offered spring quarter only. Each
course may be taken one time and need not be taken in
sequence. Prerequisite: LIFR 1D/DX or at least three
semesters/four quarters of college French or by permission
of the instructor. (Not offered in 2001–2002)

Linguistics/French (LIFR) 25. French on the World Wide 
Web    (2)
Conducted entirely in French. Course aims to improve
language skills through reading and discussion of con-
temporary cultural issues: press, politics, arts, and cul-
tural events. Students will access course materials
directly from France through the Internet. It is particu-
larly recommended for students preparing for EAP or
OAP. Prerequisite: LIFR 1D/DX or at least three
semesters/four quarters of college French or by permission
of the instructor. (Not offered in 2001–2002)

See also: Department of Literature

GERMAN

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1A. German 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIGM 1AX.
Prerequisite: no prior study of German.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1AX. Analysis of 
German    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in
German. Must be taken with LIGM 1A. Prerequisite: no
prior study of German.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1B. German 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIGM 1BX.
Prerequisites: LIGM 1A with a grade of C– or better, or
equivalent and LIGM 1AX with a grade of D or better, or
equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1BX. Analysis of 
German    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication

and for reading. The course is taught entirely in
German. Must be taken with LIGM 1B. Prerequisites:
LIGM 1A with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and
LIGM 1AX with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1C. German 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIGM 1CX.
Prerequisites: LIGM 1B with a grade of C– or better, or
equivalent and LIGM 1BX with a grade of D or better, or
equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1CX. Analysis of 
German    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in
German. Must be taken with LIGM 1C. Prerequisites:
LIGM 1B with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and
LIGM 1BX with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1D. German 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in German.
Emphasis on speaking, reading, writing, and culture.
Practice of the language functions needed for success-
ful communication. Must be taken in conjunction with
LIGM 1DX. Successful completion of LIGM 1D and LIGM
1DX satisfies the requirement for language proficiency in
Revelle College. Prerequisites: LIGM 1C with a grade of C–
or better, or equivalent and LIGM 1CX with a grade of D or
better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 1DX. Analysis of 
German    (2.5)
Practice of the grammatical functions indispensable for
comprehensible communication in the language. The
course is taught entirely in German. Must be taken in
conjunction with LIGM 1D. Successful completion of LIGM
1D and LIGM 1DX satisfies the requirement for language
proficiency in Revelle College. Prerequisites: LIGM 1C with
a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIGM 1CX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 11. Elementary German
Reading    (2-4)
A self-instructional program designed to prepare grad-
uate students to meet reading requirements in
German. After a one-week introduction to German
orthography/sound correspondences, students work
with a self-instructional textbook. Mid-term and final
examinations. (F,W,S)

Linguistics/German (LIGM) 15, 16, and 17. Intermediate
German for the Social Sciences    (2)
Conducted entirely in German. Course aims to improve
oral language skills through discussions of social sci-
ence topics, with emphasis on political events and cur-
rent affairs. Course materials encompass televised news
broadcasts, newspapers and periodicals. LIGM 15 is
offered fall quarter only, LIGM 16 is offered winter quar-
ter only and LIGM 17 is offered spring quarter only. Each
course may be taken one time and need not be taken in
sequence. Prerequisites: LIGM 1D/DX or at least three
semesters/four quarters of college German or by permis-
sion of the instructor. (Not offered in 2001–2002)

See also: Department of Literature

GREEK

See: Department of Literature

See also: Linguistics Directed Study

HEBREW

See: Judaic Studies

See also: Linguistics Directed Study

ITALIAN

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1A. Italian Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LIIT 1AX. Prerequisite:
no prior study of Italian.

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1AX. Analysis of Italian    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in Italian.
Must be taken with LIIT 1A. Prerequisite: no prior study of
Italian.

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1B. Italian Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the target
language. Emphasis on listening comprehension, speak-
ing, vocabulary building, reading, and culture. Must be
taken in conjunction with LIIT 1BX. Prerequisites: LIIT 1A
with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIIT 1AX with
a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1BX. Analysis of Italian    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in Italian.
Must be taken with LIIT 1B. Prerequisites: LIIT 1A with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIIT 1AX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1C. Italian Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the target
language. Emphasis on listening comprehension, speak-
ing, vocabulary building, reading, and culture. Must be
taken in conjunction with LIIT 1CX. Prerequisites: LIIT 1B
with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIIT 1BX with
a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Italian (LIIT) 1CX. Analysis of Italian    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading. The course is taught entirely in Italian.
Must be taken with LIIT 1C. Prerequisites: LIIT 1B with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LIIT 1BX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

See also: Department of Literature

JAPANESE

See: Japanese Studies

See also: Linguistics Directed Study

LATIN

See: Department of Literature
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RUSSIAN

See: Department of Literature

See also: Linguistics Directed Study

SPANISH

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1A. Spanish Conversation
(2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the tar-
get language. Emphasis on listening comprehension,
speaking, vocabulary building, reading, and culture.
Must be taken in conjunction with LISP 1AX.
Prerequisite: no prior study of Spanish.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1AX. Analysis of Spanish    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading.The course is taught entirely in Spanish.
Must be taken with LISP 1A. Prerequisite: no prior study of
Spanish.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1B. Spanish 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the target
language. Emphasis on listening comprehension, speak-
ing, vocabulary building, reading, and culture. Must be
taken in conjunction with LISP 1BX. Prerequisites: LISP 1A
with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISP 1AX
with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1BX. Analysis of Spanish    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading.The course is taught entirely in Spanish.
Must be taken with LISP 1B. Prerequisites: LISP 1A with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISP 1AX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1C. Spanish 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in the target
language. Emphasis on listening comprehension, speak-
ing, vocabulary building, reading, and culture. Must be
taken in conjunction with LISP 1CX. Prerequisites: LISP 1B
with a grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISP 1BX
with a grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1CX. Analysis of Spanish    (2.5)
Presentation and practice of the basic grammatical
structures needed for oral and written communication
and for reading.The course is taught entirely in Spanish.
Must be taken with LISP 1C. Prerequisites: LISP 1B with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISP 1BX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1D. Spanish 
Conversation    (2.5)
Small conversation sections taught entirely in Spanish.
Emphasis on speaking, reading, writing, and culture.
Practice of the language functions needed for success-
ful communication. Must be taken in conjunction with
LISP 1DX. Successful completion of LISP 1D and LISP 1DX
satisfies the requirement for language proficiency in
Revelle College. Prerequisites: LISP 1C with a grade of C–
or better, or equivalent and LISP 1CX with a grade of D or
better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 1DX. Analysis of 
Spanish    (2.5)
Practice of the grammatical functions indispensable for
comprehensible communication in the language. The

course is taught entirely in Spanish. Must be taken in
conjunction with LISP 1D. Successful completion of LISP
1D and LISP 1DX satisfies the requirement for language
proficiency in Revelle College. Prerequisites: LISP 1C with a
grade of C– or better, or equivalent and LISP 1CX with a
grade of D or better, or equivalent.

Linguistics/Spanish (LISP) 15, 16, 17. Intermediate
Spanish for the Social Sciences    (2)
Conducted entirely in Spanish. Course aims to improve
oral language skills through discussions of social sci-
ence topics, with emphasis on political events and cur-
rent affairs. Course materials encompass televised news
broadcasts, newspapers and periodicals. LISP 15 is
offered fall quarter only, LISP 16 is offered winter quar-
ter only, and LISP 17 is offered spring quarter only. Each
course may be taken one time and need not be taken in
sequence. Prerequisite: LISP 1D/DX or at least three
semesters/four quarters of college Spanish or by permis-
sion of the instructor.

See also: Department of Literature

DIRECTED STUDY

Linguistics (LIDS) 19. Directed Study–Language   (2-4)
Introductory-level study of a language in the language
laboratory on a self-instructional basis. Depending on
the availability of appropriate study materials, the
course may be taken in blocks of two or four units of
credit and may be repeated up to the total number of
units available for that language.

Albanian
American Sign Language
Amharic
Arabic, Eastern
Arabic, Egyptian
Arabic, Iraqi
Arabic, Moroccan
Arabic, Saudi
Armenian, Eastern
Bengali
Bulgarian
Burmese
Cambodian
Catalan
Chinese, Cantonese
Chinese, Mandarin
Chinyanja
Cree
Czech
Danish
Dutch
Esperanto
Finnish
French
Fula
German
Greek, Modern
Haitian Creole
Hausa
Hawaiian
Hebrew, Modern
Hindi-Urdu
Hungarian
Igbo
Indonesian
Italian
Japanese
Kannada
Kituba
Korean
Latvian

Lithuanian
Malay
Mongolian
Navajo
New Guinea Pidgin
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Russian
Serbo-Croatian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swahili
Swedish
Tagalog
Telugu
Thai
Tibetan
Turkish
Twi
Vietnamese
Welsh
Yoruba


