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THE JOINT DOC TOR AL PROGR AM

The interdisciplinary partnership of the 
Department of Psychiatry at the UCSD School of 
Medicine and the Department of Psychology at San 
Diego State University greatly extends the range of 
perspectives and furnishes unusual opportunities 
for graduate study leading to the Ph.D. degree in 
clinical psychology. The Joint Doctoral Group in 
Clinical Psychology currently consists of faculty 
from the UCSD Department of Psychiatry, School of 
Medicine, and the Departments of Neurosciences, 
Cognitive Science, Family and Preventive Medicine, 
and Psychology, and the SDSU Department of 
Psychology and School of Public Health. 

Information regarding admission is found in 
the current edition of the Bulletin of the Graduate 
Division of San Diego State University and at our 
Web site: http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/doctoral. 

The program goal is to train clinical psychologists 
who are accomplished both as clinicians and as re-
search scientists. The curricula and training provide a 
strong foundation in clinical psychological concepts, 
methods, theories, and data, together with intensive 
concentrations in specialized areas of clinical 
psychology. Currently our program has three areas of 
specialization: behavioral medicine, neuropsychol-
ogy, and experimental psychopathology. 

The scientist-practitioner model on which this 
program is based requires that students receive 
ongoing supervised research experience, including 
planning, design, implementation, analysis, and 
communication of findings. Equally important is ex-
tensive supervised experience aimed at developing 
sound general and specialized clinical skills. Students 
are expected to be actively involved in all these 
activities throughout their tenure in the program. 

The program is designed as a five-year cur-
riculum, including a one-year clinical internship. The 
curriculum is based on a twelve-month academic 
year. The program is accredited by the American 
Psychological Association. 

Specific courses currently required as part of the 
core at UCSD include: Clinical Psychology 294A,B,C, 
(required for neuropsychology track majors only); 
Clinical Psychology 296 (independent study, lab 
practicum); Clinical Psychology 299 (indepen-
dent study project); School of Medicine 202E 
(Psychopathology). 

PH.D. TIME LIMIT POLICIES

Students must be advanced to candidacy by the 
end of five years. Total University support cannot 
exceed six years. Total registered time at UCSD 
cannot exceed seven years. 

COURS E S
For course descriptions not found in the UC San 

Diego General Catalog, 2010–11, please contact the 
department for more information.

CLINIC AL PSYCHOLOGY COURSES
Clinical Psychology 205. Neuroanatomy (6)    
Fundamental anatomy/physiology of human nervous 
system, emphasizing higher cortical functions. Methods 
of clinical problem solving in neurology; background in 
basic neuropsychological skills.

Clinical Psychology 209. Child 
Development and Neuropsychology (3)    
Basic aspects of behavioral and neuropsychological devel-
opment, including guest lectures from program faculty on 
developmental disorders and clinical assessment issues 
specific to children. Some emphasis on practical techniques 
relevant to assessments of minor patients. Prerequisites: 
completion of two-year core curriculum in the Joint 
Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology.

Clinical Psychology 294. Pro-
Seminar in Neuropsychology (3)    
Year-long course (294A,B,C), each for three credits, offered 
sequentially fall, winter, spring. Provides a fundamental 
knowledge of brain-behavior relationships as well as strate-
gies and methods of neuropsychological assessment and 
rehabilitation. 

School of Medicine 202E. Social and 
Behavioral Sciences–Psychopathology (3)    
This sequence will acquaint students with techniques of 
interviewing, concepts of mental illness and normality, 
basic research in causality of behavioral disorders, and 



2 2010-2011 UC SAN DIEGO GENERAL CATALOG • CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

approaches to treatment, all in the context of a bio-psycho-
social frame of reference. Format combines a lecture fol-
lowed by smaller group sessions with a faculty leader. The 
groups enable students to meet patients with behavioral 
disorders, to practice interviewing, to develop observa-
tional skills, and to discuss material presented in lectures 
and assigned readings. (S/U grades only.) Prerequisite: 
SOM 202A,C,D or consent of instructor. 

Clinical Psychology 296. Independent Study (1–12)    
Independent survey of basic concepts in clinical psychol-
ogy using various sources of material, including scientific 
papers in clinical psychology and behavioral science and 
other sources as seem indicated. 

Clinical Psychology 299. Graduate Research (1–12)    
Individual study course under one or more of the joint 
doctoral program faculty to develop certain research ques-
tions, design a methodology to answer the questions, and 
then carry out actual research, data reduction, and analysis. 


