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UCSD’s program in Latin American Studies has
attained national and international distinction
for its excellence in teaching, research, and pub-
lic service. Each year its faculty offers approxi-
mately 100 Latin America-related courses in
fourteen academic departments, and the Latin
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American Studies Program offers three interdisci-
plinary degrees:

bachelor of arts in Latin American Studies,
minor in Latin American Studies,and a
master of arts in Latin American Studies.

Latin American Studies at UCSD offers distinct
advantages:

At the undergraduate level, students may
take elective courses on Latin American topics
or pursue a minor or a B.A.degree in Latin
American Studies. At the graduate level, they
can work on Latin America through interdisci-
plinary master’s programs or through doctoral
programs in academic departments.

+ Latin American Studies integrates teaching,
research, and policy analysis, encouraging
students to develop interdisciplinary perspec-
tives and to work actively with faculty on
research projects and conferences.

Students participate in the activities of an
outstanding array of research and teaching
organizations, including the Center for Iberian
and Latin American Studies, the Center for
U.S.-Mexican Studies, the Graduate School

of International Relations and Pacific Studies,
and the Institute of the Americas.The Center
for Iberian and Latin American Studies (CILAS)
sponsors multidisciplinary colloquia, confer-
ences, projects, and publications.The center
also awards fellowships and grants each year
to promising graduate students.

+ Students are encouraged to interact with vis-
iting Latin American scholars and to partici-
pate in Latin America-related internships,
seminars, clubs, foreign exchange programs,
and other extracurricular activities.

Students at UCSD have access to one of the
largest and fastest-growing library collections
on Latin America in the United States.

The Curricular Program

Degree programs in Latin American Studies are
supervised by an interdisciplinary faculty group
under the chairmanship of the director of Latin
American Studies. Students in Latin American
Studies are encouraged to participate in the Educa-
tion Abroad Program (EAP) in Brazil, Chile, Costa
Rica, or Mexico; by petition, credits earned through
EAP can fulfill UCSD’s degree requirements.
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Undergraduate Major in Latin
American Studies

The bachelor of arts in Latin American Studies
blends coverage of methodological and theoreti-
cal approaches to the study of Latin America with
a broad foundation in the humanities and social
sciences. Students receiving this degree will be
prepared for private and government employ-
ment or for graduate training; the major also
provides a valuable supplement for those who
subsequently pursue professional degrees in busi-
ness, law, engineering, medicine, or other fields.

To satisfactorily complete the B.A.degree, stu-
dents must take a broad range of courses from
at least three of UCSD’s humanities and social
science departments. All students entering the
major must enroll in LATI 50 “Introduction to Latin
America,” an interdisciplinary course that prepares
majors to build a coherent curriculum on Latin
America from UCSD's interdisciplinary offerings
(see list of approved courses below). They must
also demonstrate proficiency in Spanish.

During the senior year, all B.A.candidates are
required to successfully complete LATI 190, a writ-
ing seminar.This course will culminate in the
preparation of an interpretive paper based on the
secondary analysis of existing scholarly research
(approximately twenty to forty pages in length).

As part of the overall requirements, students
are strongly encouraged to enroll in four credits
of Individual Study (LATI 199) with a member of
the Latin Americanist faculty, who will serve as
the student’s principal adviser.

Study abroad can significantly enhance
understanding of Latin America. Students are
encouraged to study abroad through the Educa-
tion Abroad Program before their senior year
and may use a maximum of six upper-division
courses to satisfy major requirements. These
must be approved by the department (based
on syllabi and course work) after they have been
entered on the student’s official record at UCSD.

Students majoring in Latin American Studies
are also urged to minor in a core discipline such
as anthropology, economics, history, literature,
political science, or sociology. In summary, the
requirements for the bachelor of arts in Latin
American Studies are:

LOWER-DIVISION REQUIREMENTS

1. The equivalent of at least two years of col-
lege-level language instruction in Spanish,
comparable to satisfactory completion of

Literature/Spanish 2C; students who satisfy
this requirement by examination are strongly
encouraged to study Portuguese.

2. Latin American Studies 50.

UPPER-DIVISION REQUIREMENTS

1. Eleven upper-division courses selected,
with the approval of the director of Latin
American Studies, from a designated list
of Latin American studies courses offered
in the humanities or social sciences. Stud-
ents must take course work in at least three
departments; and they must take at least
three courses, but no more than five, from
one department. At least two of the eleven
courses must concentrate exclusively on
periods earlier than the twentieth century.
The collection of courses should be struc-
tured so as to provide both depth in a spe-
cial area of study and breadth across the
broader field.

2. Enrollment in the four-credit Senior Seminar
(LATI 190), usually to be taken in the winter
quarter of the senior year; satisfactory com-
pletion of a substantial paper is required of
all graduating majors.

3. With the sole exception of LATI 199, all
courses must be taken for a letter grade.

Honors in Latin American Studies

Individuals who wish to pursue Honors in
Latin American Studies, as distinct from the regu-
lar major, must complete nine upper-division
courses from at least three departments, with
no more than five courses from any single
department and with at least two courses on
material prior to the twentieth century. Honors
students also take a three-quarter sequence dur-
ing the senior year that will culminate in the
presentation and defense of an original thesis
based on primary research (usually between 50
and 100 pages in length), and they must main-
tain a minimum GPA in the major of 3.5.

In summary, to receive Honors, students must:

1. satisfy all lower-division requirements of the
major program;

2. complete nine upper-division courses;

3. complete a three-course sequence consisting
of Individual Study, the Senior Seminar, and
the Honors Seminar (LATI 199, 190, and 191,
respectively);
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4. produce an original thesis based on primary
research under the direction of a mentor
selected from the Latin Americanist faculty,
and defend this thesis during the spring quar-
ter before an interdisciplinary faculty commit-
tee;and

5. maintain a minimum GPA of 3.5 in the major.

Undergraduate Minor in Latin
American Studies

The Latin American Studies minor allows stu-
dents to explore interdisciplinary approaches to
a significant world region while pursuing a major
in an academic discipline.To complete the pro-
gram, students take at least six Latin America-
related courses in the humanities and social
sciences all taken for a letter grade; five of these
courses must be at the upper-division level.
Students must also complete the equivalent of
two years of college-level Spanish or Portuguese.

Master of Arts in Latin
American Studies

The master of arts in Latin American Studies
is designed for students who seek to integrate
a broad range of disciplinary approaches to a
world region of growing international signifi-
cance. Upon graduation, most students pursue
additional advanced degrees in academic or
professional fields; others proceed to careers in
the private sector, in international organizations,
or in government.

To qualify for admission, students must have
a B.A.with a grade-point average of at least 3.5
on a 4.0 scale for the final two years of under-
graduate study plus satisfactory scores on the
Graduate Record Examination.To receive the
master of arts in Latin American Studies, a stu-
dent must:

1. demonstrate foreign language competence
in Spanish or Portuguese;

2. complete forty units of course work (approxi-
mately ten courses) in at least three fields,
with no more than sixteen units in any one
department. Eight of those units must be
taken in the Latin American Studies Core
Seminar Sequence: Core Seminar on Inter-
disciplinary Research and Methodology in
Latin American Studies (LATI 200) and Latin
America: Library Resources and Research
Methodology (LATI 210A and LATI 210B). Of
the remaining thirty-two units, at least sixteen
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must be taken in graduate level courses, and
up to sixteen units may be taken in upper
division, undergraduate level courses. MA
students have the option to upgrade upper-
division, undergraduate level courses to
graduate level courses (contact the Latin
American Studies Student Affairs coordinator
for information on requirements and proce-
dures). Students are encouraged to include
four units of independent research (LATI 299)
for work on the master’s thesis.

3. successfully complete either a comprehensive
exam or master’s thesis.

__ _COURSES

LATI 50. Introduction to Latin America (4)
Interdisciplinary overview of society and culture in
Latin America—including Mexico, the Caribbean, and
South America: legacies of conquest, patterns of eco-
nomic development, changing roles of women,
expressions of popular culture, cycles of political
change, and U.S.-Latin American relations.

LATI 120/220. Special Topics in Latin American

Studies (1-4)

A course designed to cover various aspects and vari-
ous disciplines of Latin American Studies.

LATI 190. Senior Seminar (4)

Research seminar on selected topics in the study of
Latin America; all students will be required to prepare
and present independent research papers. (Honors
students will present drafts of senior research theses,
of no less than fifty pages in length; non-honors stu-
dents will present final versions of analytical papers of
approximately twenty-five to forty pages in length.)
Prerequisites: satisfactory completion of LATI 50 and a
working knowledge of Spanish.

LATI 191. Honors Seminar (4)

Independent reading and research under direction of
a member of the faculty group in Latin American
Studies; goal is to provide honors students with an
opportunity to complete senior research thesis (to be
defended before three-person interdisciplinary fac-
ulty committee). Prerequisites: successful completion of
LATI 50, working knowledge of Spanish; minimum GPA of
3.5in the major.

LATI 199. Individual Study (4)

Guided and supervised reading of the literature on
Latin America in the interdisciplinary areas of anthro-
pology, communications, economics, history, litera-
ture, political science, and sociology. For students
majoring in Latin American Studies, reading will focus
around potential topics for senior papers; for honors
students in Latin American Studies, reading will culmi-
nate in formulation of a prospectus for the research
thesis. Prerequisites: LATI 50 and working knowledge of
Spanish.

LATI 200. Core Seminar on Interdisciplinary Research
and Methodology in Latin American Studies (4)

A team-taught course wherein members of the fac-
ulty group in Latin American Studies present diverse

disciplinary and thematic approaches to the region.
Topics vary from year to year. Grades are based on dis-
cussions and on a series of analytical papers. Prere-
quisite: enrollment in the master’s degree program in
Latin American Studies or permission of instructor.

LATI 210A-B. Latin American Library Resources &
Research Methodology (2-2)

A detailed survey of major research methods and
resources for the study of Latin America. Both
conventional library materials and those available
electronically will be explored. Skills will transfer to
any major research library.Various methodologies will
also be explored in relation to the students’individual
projects. A critical review, annotated bibligraphy,and a
statement of research methodology, related to their
proposed topics, will be required.

LATI 298. Directed Reading (1-12)

Guided and supervised reading of the literature of the
several areas included in the interdisciplinary fields of
anthropology, communications, economics, history,
literature, political science, and sociology. Prerequisite:
graduate standing in Latin American Studies.

LATI 299. Independent Research (1-12)

Independent work by graduate students engaged in
thesis research and writing under the direct supervi-
sion of a faculty adviser.

LATI 500. Teaching Apprenticeship (1-4)

The course is designed for teaching assistants to learn
effective teaching methods through supervision and
mentorship by the faculty. Student will learn handling
of discussions; preparation and grading of examina-
tions and other written exercises; and student relations.

COURSES THAT SATISFY UNDERGRADUATE/
GRADUATE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS IN LATIN
AMERICAN STUDIES

Approved Interdisciplinary Courses: The
following is a list of courses available in UCSD
departments that are approved to satisfy the
requirements of the major, minor, and master’s
in Latin American Studies. Please note that these
courses may not be offered every quarter or year
and new courses may be added. Check the current
schedule of classes or the Latin American Studies
Web site (http://www.orpheus.ucsd.edu/las) for
updated information.

The Departments of Linguistics and Literature
and the Graduate School of International Relations
and Pacific Studies offer language courses in
Spanish and Portuguese. Language courses do
not count toward the course requirements for
Latin American Studies degrees.

Anthropology

ANRG 114 Urban Cultures in Latin America
ANRG 121 The Archaeology of South America
ANRG 126 Rise of New World Civilizations:

Mesoamerica and the Andes
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Communication

Cinema in Latin America: Visions of a
Continent in Transition

cocu 110

COHI 114 Bilingual Communication

COSF 140C Comparative Media Systems: Latin
America and the Caribbean

Economics

ECON 161 Latin American Economic
Development

Ethnic Studies

ETHN 116 The United States-Mexico Border in
Comparative Perspective

ETHN 117 Organic Social Movements

ETHN 129 Asian and Latina Immigrant Workers
in the Global Economy

ETHN 130 Social and Economic History of the
Southwest |

ETHN 131 Social and Economic History of the
Southwest Il

ETHN 132 Chicano Dramatic Literature

ETHN 133 Hispanic American Dramatic Literature

ETHN 135A Early Latino/a-Chicano/a Cultural
Production, 1848-1960

ETHN 135B Early Latino/a-Chicano/a Cultural
Production, 1960-Present

ETHN 136 Topics in Chicano/a-Latino/a Cultures

ETHN 138 Chicano/a and Latino/a Poetry

ETHN 139 Chicano Literature in English

ETHN 145 Spanish Language in the United States

ETHN 148 Latino/a and Chicano/a Literature

ETHN 180 Special Topics in Mexican-American
History

ETHN 189 Special Topics in Ethnic Studies

History

HILA 100 Latin American Colonial
Transformation

HILA 101 Latin American Independence
1810-1898

HILA 102 Latin America in the Twentieth
Century

HILA 107 State and Society in Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century Latin America

HILA 112 Economic and Social History of the
Andean Region

HILA 113 Lord and Peasant in Latin America

HILA 114 Social History of Colonial Latin
America

HILA 115 Latin American City, A History

HILA 117 Indians, Blacks, Whites: Family
Relations in Latin America

HILA 118 Subverting Sovereignty: US

Aggression in Latin America,
1898-present
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HILA 120
HILA 121
HILA 122
HILA 123
HILA 131

HILA 132
HILA 160/260

HILA 161/261
HILA 162/262

HILA 166/266
HILA 170/270

HILA 171/271

HIGR 245ABC

HIGR 247AB

HIGR 248AB

HIGR 249
HIGR 250

HIGR 251
HIGR 252

HIUS 186/286

History of Argentina

History of Brazil

Cuba: From Colony to Socialist Republic
The Incas and Their Ancestors

History of Mexico in the Nineteenth
Century

History of Contemporary Mexico

Topics in Latin American Colonial
History 1500-1820

History of Women in Latin America

Special Topics in Latin American
History

Cuba: From Colony to Socialist Republic

Topics in Latin American History,
1820-1910

Special Topics in Latin American
History since 1910

Seminar in the Literature of Latin
American History

Readings and Seminar on Colonial
Latin America

Readings and Seminar on Latin
America, National Period

Topics in Colonial Latin America

Topics in the National Period of Latin
America

Topics in the History of Mexico

History, Social Evolution, and
Intellectuals in the Andes

Special Topics in History of Los Angeles

International Relations and Pacific Studies

IRGN 409
IRGN 410
IRGN 454

IRGN 474

IRGN 476
IRGN 477
IRGN 478
IRGN 479

IRGN 490

Economic Policy in Latin America
Politics and Policy in Latin America

Current Issue/US-Latin American
Relations

Latin American Societies: Social
Classes and State Policies

Doing Business in Latin America
Latin American Politics
Mexican Economic Policy

Politics and Institutions in Latin
America

Special Topics (with Latin American
content)

Latin American Studies

LATI 50

LATI 120
LATI 190
LATI 191
LATI 199
LATI 200
LATI 210

Introduction to Latin America

Special Topics in Latin America

Senior Seminar

Honors Thesis Seminar

Independent Study

Core Seminar in Latin American Studies

Latin American Library Resources

LATI 220
LATI 298
LATI 299
LATI 500

Literature

LTAM 110

LTAM 120
LTEN 180
LTEN 188
LTSP 50BC
LTSP 115
LTSP 119ABC
LTSP 130B

LTSP 131

LTSP 132

LTSP 133

LTSP 134
LTSP 135
LTSP 136
LTSP 137
LTSP 140
LTSP 141
LTSP 142
LTSP 143
LTSP 150A

LTSP 1508

LTSP 151
LTSP 153
LTSP 154
LTSP 162
LTSP 163
LTSP 165
LTSP 171
LTSP 172

LTSP 173

LTSP 190
LTSP 224
LTSP 226
LTSP 252

LTSP 253
LTSP 258

Special Topics in Latin America
Directed Reading
Independent Research

Teaching Apprenticeship

Latin American Literature in
Translation

Mexican Literature in Translation
Chicano Literature in English
Contemporary Caribbean Literature
Readings in Latin American Topics
Topics in Golden Age Prose
Cervantes

Development of Latin American
Literature

Spanish American Literature: Colonial
Period

Spanish American Literature:
Nineteenth Century

Spanish American Literature:
Twentieth Century

Argentine Literature

Mexican Literature

Peruvian Literature
Caribbean Literature

Spanish American Novel
Spanish American Poetry
Spanish American Short Story
Spanish American Essay

Early Latino/a-Chicano/a Cultural
Production, 1848-1960

Early Latino/a-Chicano/a Cultural
Production, 1960-Present

Topics in Chicano/a-Latino/a Cultures
Chicano/a and Latino/a Poetry
Latino/a and Chicano/a Literature
Spanish Language in the United States
Spanish Language in the Americas
History of the Spanish Language
Literature and Society Studies

Indigenista Themes in Spanish
American Literature

Probl in Spanish and Spanish
American Literary History

Seminar
Golden Age Studies
Cervantes

Studies in Modern Hispanic Literature
and Culture

Chicano Literature

Spanish American Prose

LTSP 259
LTSP 272
LTSP 275

Latin American Studies

Spanish American Poetry
Literature and Society Studies

Latin American Literature/Literary and
Cultural Theory Since the 60s

Political Science

POLI 134AA,AB Comparative Politics of Latin America

POLI 134BC
POLI 134C
POLI 134D

POLI 134G
POLI 1341

POLI 134N
POLI 134P
POLI 134Q

POLI 134R
POLI 145A
POLI 146A

POLI 146E

POLI 150AB
POLI 229

POLI 230AB
POLI 235
POLI 235B

POLI 236
POLI 237

POLI 248
Sociology
SOCC 148M

SOCC151M
SOCD 188D
SOCD 189
SOCG 248

SOCG 290

Politics in Mexico
Politics in Mexico: Research Seminar

Selected Topics in Latin American
Politics

Politics in the Andes

Politics in the Southern Cone of Latin
America

Politics in Central America
Organizing Women in Latin America

Organization, Resistance, and Protest
in Latin America

Political Parties in Latin America
International Politics and Drugs

US and Latin America: Political and
Economic Relations

US and Latin American Relations:
Security Issues

Politics of Immigration

Special Topics: Comparative Politics
(if Latin American content)

The Mexican Political System
Latin American Politics

Regime Transformation in Latin
America

Immigration Policy and Politics

Grassroots Organization and Political
Change

Special Topic/International Relations:
Latin American Foreign Policy

Labor Market Inequality: Los Angeles
and the Border Region

Chicanos in American Society
Latin America: Society and Politics
Ethnicity in Latin America

Latin American Societies: Social
Classes and State Policies

Ethnicity in Latin America

Theatre and Dance

THGE 125

THHS 101
THHS 102
THHS 110
THHS 111

Topics in Theatre and Film: Latin
American Films

Gay/Lesbian Themes in Latino Theatre
Master of Theatre: Luis Valdez
Chicano Dramatic Literature

Hispanic American Dramatic Literature
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THDA 132 Dances of the World: Latin American Visual Arts

Dances
THGR 252 Topics in Dramaturgy (Chicano VIS 21 Introduction to Non-Western Art

Dramatic Literature) VIS 126AN Pre-Columbian Art of Ancient Mexico

and Central America

Third World Studies VIS 126BN Art and Civilization/Ancient Maya
TWS 22 Latin American Literature VIS 128E Topics in Art Theory and Criticism (Pre-
TWS 24 Caribbean Literature Columbian Art of Ancient Mexico and

Central America)

VIS 129E Special Problems in Art Criticism and
Theory (Seminar, Pre-Columbian Art
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